WHITEHALL LANE

WINERY & VINEYARDS
2007 MERLOT

NAPA VALLEY

Wine Spectator
- July 2010

90 Points

“Sleek and classy, with black cherry and
delicate toasty oak aromas that lead to
supple, layered flavors of red currant,
mocha and spice. ”

Blend: 81 % Merlot
10% Cabernet Sauvignon
9% Syrah

Production: 12,300 cases produced

The Vintage: The growing season in 2007 was picture perfect in Napa Valley. The dry, warm spring weather
was a great beginning to the year. With an excellent fruit set, mild summer weather and no extreme
temperature spikes, the fruit developed in ideal conditions. The weather began heating up in August, raising the
sugar levels. September and October proved to be mild, giving the fruit additional time to ripen under the
California sky. The Merlot grapes were harvested throughout the month of September and the Cabernet and
Syrah were harvested in late October.

Winemaking: The 2007 grapes came from five separate Merlot vineyards, two Cabernet Sauvignon vineyards and
one Syrah vineyard. This blend results in a cornucopia of flavor nuances. The wine was gently pressed and aged in a
combination of French and American oak barrels for approximately 17 months. The Cabernet Sauvignon adds
structure and intense fruit aromas and flavors. Syrah also enhances the aromas while also giving the wine

added complexity.

Tasting Notes: This ripe and rich Merlot has lovely aromas and flavors of black cherry leaning to ripe plum and

toasty oak. It gains pleasing mid-palate structure from the Cabernet Sauvignon and the Syrah adds complexity
and balance through to the lengthy finish.
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